
Week #16: Preserving the Lacey Act

  

For the past several months, there has been increased focus in Congress on the Lacey Act, a
law that is more than 100 years old and protects American businesses from having to compete
with illegally harvested goods from other countries. However, despite the Lacey Act’s success in
protecting both American industry and the environment, there are currently significant efforts in
the form of the FOCUS Act and the RELIEF Act that would repeal important provisions and
severely hamper the Lacey Act’s effectiveness. 

  

In 2008, Congressman Blumenauer lead a bipartisan effort, supported by the timber industry,
consumers, importers, labor unions, conservationists, and the Bush administration, to
strengthen the Lacey Act. Specifically, Blumenauer focused on illegal logging, which threatens
not only ecologically important forests around the world, but also subjects the U.S. forest
products industry – including many in Oregon - to unfair competition from illegal loggers. By
taking the time to act together in a thoughtful and conscientious way, Blumenauer was able to
work with these interests to find a solution, thoroughly vet the legislation, and pass it into law. 
This kind of collaborative cooperation is an example of exactly how our legislative process
should work.
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  Last week,  Congressman Blumenauer testified before the House Committee on NaturalResources  in defense of the Lacey Act.  WATCH the Hearing . [RealPlayer] Blumenauer’s testimony begins at 23:05    Preserving a strong Lacey Act means protecting jobs here at home and making sure thatAmerican workers are able to compete on an even playing field.  But overseas, it can have aprofound effect on strengthening fragile democracies, preventing the destruction of theenvironment.  The criminals in the black market trade can often be incredibly violent, and formany indigenous communities, illegal logging is a matter of life and death.   The 2008 amendments have a positive impact that goes far beyond our borders.  In addition tohelping developing countries enforce their conservation laws, Japan, New Zealand, Australiaand the European Union have all adopted laws modeled on the Lacey Act, moving us closer tothe multilateral approach that’s required to effectively undermine the illegal timber trade. America’s leadership on illegal logging hasn’t gone unnoticed.  Last fall, the 2008 Lacey Actamendments were recognized as a winner of the World Future Council’s 2011 Future PolicyAward.  Rather than weaken the Lacey Act, we should protect and utilize it.     
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http://blumenauer.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=2029&amp;Itemid=73
http://blumenauer.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=2029&amp;Itemid=73
resources.edgeboss.net/wmedia/resources/112/2012_05_08_fwoia.wvx

